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Dear friends and supporters of Learning Edge Tutoring, 

My time with Learning Edge began nine years ago when friends of my family
told me about how this special organization had helped their children. I have
since tutored three years for the organization, I have been serving on the
Board for the past six years, and my daughter Lena has been receiving tutoring
for eight years. While Lena still receives tutoring support as a high school
senior, she is now old enough to support her younger peers in the program,
serving as a Program Assistant. Suffice it to say, we are Learning Edge
Superfans. 

We recently were reflecting on this journey our family has taken. Lena has had
five different tutors! This turnover is not typical of the program as tutor-
student pairs often stay together, but in Lena’s case more tutors was not a
negative. In fact, she had positive experiences with each of them. Each tutor
added their own flavor to the experience, which left Lena with different
valuable takeaways that have helped her grow into the amazing young woman
she is today. 

Over the years, I have also had the pleasure of watching the program grow and
change. This year, for example, we expanded our Summer Enrichment
Program to serve 28 students, we added a Math Specialist to support students,
and we introduced Parent Cafés. I am always excited and proud to share how
the work we do evolves to suit the needs of our students and families. Thanks
for sharing in these efforts with us. 

Sincerely, 

Lenetta Thomas
Board Member 

From our 
Board

Lenetta Thomas



Who we are
Mission Statement

Student Demographics*

students served in
grades K through 12.

Students primarily come
from the Austin
neighborhood on
Chicago’s West Side.

 *All data is based on the completion of the 2024-25 school year. 

92% of students are
African American and 8%
are Latino/a. Our Latino
student population has
steadily grown each year. 

of students returned
from the prior year.

of students are eligible
to receive free or
reduced lunch.

112 81%
84%

of students have an
Individual Education
Plan (IEP), meaning
they qualify for extra
accommodations and
services in school. 

26%

To strive for more equity in education by providing Chicago-area students
who live in underserved communities free one-to-one tutoring and academic
enrichment opportunities enhanced by caring, mentoring relationships. 



One-to-One Tutoring: Students and tutors meet in person on a Monday,
Tuesday, or Thursday evening. Students and tutors work on reading, math,
and/or homework and meet for up to 30 weeks throughout the school year for
90 minutes each session. In addition to the evening program, Learning Edge has
a partnership with St. Catherine-St. Lucy School, where we host a weekly on-site
daytime program for its first- through third-grade students. 

Just the Facts Math: This program was developed by a math curriculum writer
who was a Learning Edge volunteer. Students progress through a series of math
packets that support the development of number sense, which research has
shown leads to a better understanding of basic addition and multiplication math
facts. This year, Learning Edge hired a Math Specialist who conducted
customized assessments on first- through third-grade students to identify gaps
in students’ math knowledge. 

What we do
Our Program Offerings

All measures
of reading

mastery have
improved

each year for
four years!

Ready Readers: For students in kindergarten through sixth
grades, Learning Edge focuses on literacy. Following the
completion of easyCBM reading assessments, students
identified as working below grade level receive
individualized reading plans to help improve their fluency,
vocabulary, and/or comprehension. Our on-site Reading
Specialist provides consultation and guidance to tutors,
students, and parents.



Parent Café: This year, Learning Edge began its Parent Café program with one
held in the fall and one in the spring. Facilitated by a child psychologist,
families discuss topics related to their children’s academic achievement in a
casual setting that allows for sharing concerns, group problem solving, and
identification of local resources. 

Project Next Step: With the assistance of our Program Coordinator, students
prepare for life after high school. They are provided with information about
opportunities for college visits and career training programs, individualized
free or reduced-cost summer academic and personal enrichment, and support
in completing financial aid (FAFSA) and college applications.

Brain Food: Recognizing that good nutrition and learning
go hand-in-hand, Learning Edge provides enrolled
families access to fresh produce delivery through its
partnership with Forty Acres Fresh Market, an Austin
neighborhood-based grocery service. Families are eligible
to receive biweekly deliveries from October through May.

27
families

received twice-
monthly boxes

of fresh produce. 

Summer Academic Enrichment: Learning Edge
offers families the opportunity to apply for up to
$500 toward attending summer programs, including
art, sports, music, and academic subjects. This
program is focused on assisting students in
enhancing their learning development year round.

students received
Summer Academic

Enrichment
scholarships.

28

Summer Reading Program: This four-week
program keeps our readers engaged and
focused through the summer. Using poetry
and common poetic devices, our students
worked on letter sounds, vocabulary, and flow
to work toward more fluency and
automaticity in reading. 

Mathnasium: Learning Edge has a
partnership with the local Mathnasium to
provide qualifying students with twice-
weekly math support. This program is
offered as supplemental tutoring during the
school year and as a part of summer
academic enrichment.



Outcomes
Our Impact in Numbers

of students reported
enjoying their time in
the program. 

of students reported
that their tutor
helped them learn!

of students maintained
or improved their
GPAs. 

In grades 1 through 3,
math skills improved
by an average of one
grade level.

99%

96%Students in grade 1
improved their word
reading fluency by 57%.
In grades 2 through 6,
80% of students
improved reading
fluency and 45%
improved vocabulary.

91%

of parents surveyed
reported having an
‘excellent’ experience at
Learning Edge.

100%

66%

of volunteers surveyed
reported having an
‘excellent’ experience at
Learning Edge.

of students in grade 12
(seniors) graduated
from high school. 

100%

weekly attendance rate
for both students and
tutors.

85%



Competitive
Edge

Silvia, a retired educator, was made for this work. She began her career in
general education and laughingly remembered how “everybody always sent me
the kids who didn’t behave well.” She moved into Counseling and Special
Education, and whatever challenge each student presented, Silvia had a knack
for getting them to enjoy learning.

Yara has been a student with Learning Edge since kindergarten. She struggled
with reading and did not always enjoy tutoring. When they met, Silvia learned
that Yara really enjoyed the games at the end of each session. Silvia said, “she’s a
fierce competitor!” Silvia has used that knowledge to modify Yara’s work into
games and to make learning fun every step of the way.

It helped them build a bond; Yara has had a few tutors, but Silvia has been the
best fit yet! Yara explained how kind and patient Silvia has been, and the word
“fun” came up again and again. Once a reluctant attendee, Yara recently asked if
she could come to tutoring twice a week!

Silvia’s games help Yara relate to her school work in a way that translates to
understanding and retention. In the two years that the pair has worked together,
Silvia has seen immense growth in Yara, specifically in how she is able to break
down the phonics of a word and reading with automaticity. With Silvia’s touch,
Yara has grown as a learner and truly has a learning edge that helps her get ahead
in school. 

Using Games to Give One Student an Academic Edge



Like many of our families,
Tishara and her husband,
Jerron Sr., first heard about
Learning Edge from extended
family and decided to enroll
their four children in tutoring.
They hoped to ensure that each
of their children would stay on
top of his/her education before
any problems arose.

A Constellation
of Stars

One Family’s Story about their Learning Edge Experience

It is working:  Jayla (16), Jasmine (15), Jerron (13), and Jordyn (7), are academically
engaged, hardworking, and accomplished. In the eleven years this family has
been at Learning Edge, Tishara described having seen incredible measures of
academic achievement–including when Jasmine graduated as salutatorian of her
eighth grade class. But beyond high grades, Tishara spoke to how all four children
have learned to advocate for their own educational needs, a skill that will help
them throughout life.

Tishara said that Learning Edge is “not just a place to get your kids help. It builds
friendship and camaraderie which lead to long-term relationships.” Each child
has a unique relationship with their tutor. Tishara spoke about how tutors have
been flexible and switched nights to keep up with her kids’ busy schedules, and
how they’ve met with her kids over the summer, celebrated birthdays, and
attended graduations.

What’s more, Tishara, who has always been an educational cheerleader for her
own kids, has shared that passion with our community and beyond. She has run
Learning Edge parent-to-parent seminars, giving pointers on what she does to
support her kids’ academics at home. More recently, she began working as a
special education classroom assistant and is dedicated to helping each child excel.
Learning Edge is fortunate to have these educational stars in our midst!



Thank you
Volunteers, August 2024 to July 31, 2025

Collectively, our tutors provided more than 3,150 hours of free tutoring
and mentorship in the 2024-25 school year.

Alex Adamski
Drew Adamski
Howard Anderson
Nancy Angel
Paige Baker
Spencer Baker*
Karen Bardeen
Robert Becker
Sue Beckman
Priscilla Bell
Lisa Bierman
Andrea Bortscheller
Janice Bratt
Ginger Brent
Julie Brich-Scheuring
Lloyd Coaker
Andrea Cohen-Agrimonti
Kelly Colbert Adam
Lynette Colmey
Ann Courter
Joe Crosetto
Karrah Cullers*
Kevin Cullinane*
Cristina Darley
Jane DeCaire
Alice Desai
Bernadette Diaz
Paul Dickerson
Stacey Durley
Jackie Eckholm
Bonnie Edwalds
Jody Evenson
Stan Faust

Patricia Feeley
Megan Finkelman
Cheryl Flinn
Yesenia Flores Adame
Kathryn Gargiulo+
Eileen Garvey
Mim Geraghty
Kimberly Godfrey
Bobbi Gustafson
Ron Haas
Mari Hans
Jami Harris
Jesse Hathaway
Julie Heger
Julia Herbst
Sharon Hermanns*
Jenny Herron
Leslie Hodes*
Suzanne Holmes
Carla Jankowski
James Jankowski
Lisa Johnson
Gretchen Junker
Barbara Kahn
Carrie Kalina
Rob Kalnitz
Julia Karant
David Kenealy
Martha Kepner
Alia Kirsch
Elizabeth Klein
Ada Klein
Alma Klein

Daniel Knight
Mary Sue Komaniecki
Beth Kordick
Amy Lazzeretti*
Susan Long
John Lurain*+
Jessica Mackinnon
Bob Martin
Barbara Mayer
Mike McDermott
Julie McKune
Suzanne McLeese
Caitlin McNulty
Greg Meadors
Marti Middlebrook  
Alix Mikesell
Linda Miller
Audrey Molitor
Linda Moore
Pamela Moriarty
Domenica Moroney
Teriyonn Mosley
Rohit Naringrekar
Paula O’Connor
James O'Halloran
Michael Oberholtzer
Raymond Ostler
Eliana Perez
Elaine Petkovsek
Mallory Potter
Andrew Reed
Cathy Rennau*
Gerri Rode

Mary Roucka
Tracy Rowan
Debra Ryan
Monica Saydah
Han Schiet
Silvia Shannon
Liz Skalitzky
Brian Sklar
Lisa Sorenson
Jane Souders
Greg Spear
Amy Stearns*
Kevin Studer
Jay Swift
Diane Taylor
Cheryl Terhorst
Maggie Testore
Lena Thomas
Lenetta Thomas*
Megan Tideman
Camille Tomasello
Mark Trinka
Jeff Tsan
Shelly Uslenghi
Seana Valentine
Sher Watts-Spooner
Kate Yannias
Victor Yipp
Mary Young

*A special thanks to those who also serve in a volunteer capacity on our Board of Directors.
+A special thanks to those who have supported more than one student in the 2024-25 school year.



Thank you
Individual Donors, August 2024 to July 31, 2025

Lauren & Francisco Achurra
Joanna Ardell
Sheila V. Atkins
Carolyn & John Baker
Vicki Bartlett
Daniel Bassill
Myrna Baye
Susan Beach
Paul Beckwith
Jill Benson
Rose Marie Berg
Laura Bernstein
Nadine Bolger
Jeffrey Bone
Sam Bowen
Nick & Sue Bridge
Gail Brown & James Fisher
Joe & Carolyn Callan
Margaret Clark
Faye Codding & 
     Stephen Miller
Sarah Cohn
Bruce & Gloria Cox
Judith Crown
Karrah Cullers
Kevin Cullinane
Alice Desai
Peter Devlin
Paul Dickerson
Anonymous Donor
Robert Downs
Kevin & Julie Duff
Bonnie Edwalds
Victoria Engelhardt
Liza & Rey Achurra
Jody Evenson
Karen Faust
Patricia Feeley & 
     Paul Aeschleman
Thomas Feeley Jr. & 
     Jacqueline Feeley
Cheryl Flinn & 
     Wayne Christenson
Eleanor Flinn

Emmet Flood & 
     Ariel Vannier Flood
Gary & Nancy Fox
Kelly & Karl Frantz
Leslie Fulton
Kathryn Gargiulo
Faye Graham Floyd
S. Robert & Mardee Gramen
W. Carlisle Hamrick
Kathleen & Thomas Haney
Francine Harvalis
John Hayley
Karen Heller & Bob Becker
Sandy & Edward M. Heller
Kerri Herman
Sharon Hermanns
Herron Family
Dr. David Hines & 
     Nancy Gazzola Hines
Paula Hlavacek
Bruce Hodes
Leslie Hodes
Barbara Hoffman
Suzanne Holmes
Marsha Hubbuch
Ronna Jacobson
Liliana Jimenez
Rachel Johnson
Thomas & Sharon Kaczmarek
Marian Kaderbek
Carrie Kalina
Joanne Kalnitz & 
     Marshall Sorkin
Ralph Kazer
Mary Kelly
Cathy & Stephen Kelso
Janet & David Kenealy
Jon Kennett
Sandi Kimmel
Alia Kirsch
Alma Klein
David Koe & Lisa Jesik
Mary Sue Komaniecki
Steven Kvaal

Mary Sue Komaniecki
Steven Kvaal
Bonnie Landfield
Amy Lazzeretti
Ronald Levitsky
Catherine & James Liggett
Susan Lord Morrissey
Alice Lurain
John Lurain
Kathryn Lurain
Marjorie Lyon
Barbara Madigan
Mary Mahoney
David Mallof
Anthony Marinelli
Cabot Marks
Robert & Betty Martin
Kathryn McCabe
Suzanne McLeese
Nick Menninga
Linda Moore
Helen Morgan
Lynetta & Curtis Myles
John Nerger
Michael Oberholtzer
James O'Halloran
Adrienne Otkins
Sally Padgitt
Helen Palmquist
Allen and Georga Parchem
Marilyn Pearson
Jeffrey and Joan Petertil
David & Rosario Petro
Richard Pokorny
Lois & Doug Pye
Cathy & John Rennau
Carolyn Rieth
Joseph Romero
Donna & Jonathan Rosin
Nanette Rumsey
Eric Samore
Denise Savoy
Swati Saxena
Donald & Joan Schaeffer



Individual Donors, Continued

Janet Schiffman
The Schroeder Family
Theresa Schultz
Brian Sklar & Sharon Sih
Susan Snavely
Varun Soni
Carol Summers & 
     Dale Sorenson
Joyce & Sean St. Clair
Amy Stearns & 
     Kenneth Johnson

Kathryn Stearns & 
     Robert Bruce
Joni Strand
Meghan & Doug Strubel
Guy Sue & Mary Kern
Alison Thomas
Lenetta Thomas
Andrew Thompson
Ronald Triplett
Sharon Turrini
John Van Arsdale

Kathryn Voland-Mann 
    & Robert Mann
Steve & Janis Walter
Art & Sher Watts Spooner
Keiona Wright
Nirvana Wright
Kathleen Yannias
Victor Yipp
Linda Zurawski

Organizational Donors, August 2024 to July 31, 2025

Albrecht-Poss Foundation
Anonymous
Chapin-May Foundation
Fair Oaks Presbyterian Church
First United Church of Oak Park
Fourth Presbyterian Church
Garry J. Scheuring Charitable Lead Unitrust
Good Heart Work Smart Foundation
Grace Episcopal Church
Gulick-Baker Family Charitable Fund

Leslie Hodes, President
Lenetta Thomas, Treasurer
Spencer Baker
Karrah Cullers
Kevin Cullinane
Patricia Feeley
Sharon Hermanns
Amy Lazzeretti
John Lurain
Cathy Rennau
Jamiya Scott
Amy Stearns
Drew Thompson
Keiona Wright

Harmsworth/Ferrari Charity Fund
John A. Kenealy Memorial Fund
Kappa Kappa Gamma Alumnae Association
Lea & Sachs, Inc.
Lohengrin Foundation Inc.
Malnati Organization, Inc.
McGraw Foundation
PayPal Giving Fund
Wilson, Elser, Moskowitz, Edelman, & Dicker LL

Board of Directors, 2024-25
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